When evaluating quality of life, personalized patient and client information is needed to reach an educated, informed, and supported choice that fits not only the pet's medical condition but also the family's wishes. In short, quality of life applies not only to the pet; it also applies to the family.
Results
• 0-8 = Quality of life is most likely adequate. No medical intervention required yet, but guidance from your veterinarian may help identification of signs to look for in the future.
• 9-16 = Quality of life is questionable and medical intervention is suggested. Your pet would benefit from veterinary oversight and guidance to evaluate his or her disease process.
• 17-36 = Quality of life is a definite concern. Changes will likely become more progressive and more severe. Veterinary guidance will help you better understand the end stages of your pet's disease process in order to make a more informed decision of whether to continue hospice care or elect peaceful euthanasia.
• have not yet given it much thought. Now is the time to begin evaluating your own concerns and limitations.
• 5-9 = Your concerns are mounting. Begin by educating yourself on your pet's condition, which is the best way to ensure you are prepared for the emotional changes ahead.
• 10-16 = Although you may not place much value on your own quality of life, your concerns about your pet are valid. Now is the time to build a support system. Veterinary guidance will help you prepare for the medical changes in your pet and other health professionals can begin helping you with anticipatory grief.
